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Abstract. Media has a great role in learning as well as in writing, how to help the students easier in expressing their idea
and constructing their writing as well. This study aims at describing the students’ interest on the use of picture series
media in writing. The design of this study was a descriptive model which engaged 25 students as sample. It was
conducted at Muhammadiyah University of Bulukumba, South-Sulawesi. In collecting data, the researcher used
questionnaire in rating scale form; whether (1) strongly agree (2) Agree (3) Undecided (4) Disagree (5) Strongly
Disagree with the questions or statements given. It contained ten positive and closed statements about the usage of
picture series media in writing which was given after treating the students for several meetings by using that media. The
percentage of each answer or response on the questionnaire was calculated. The researcher utilized the formula where
the number of frequency is multiplied by 100 percent (%) and then divided by the total number of respondents, and then
converting the questionnaire data into percentages. The result of the students’ response indicated that picture series is an
interesting media used in writing because of helping them construct their writing, grow their ideas, arrange the
chronological order, focus on writing, and etc. It can be concluded that picture series is an interesting media used in
writing. The mean percentage score showed that 84.4% of strongly agree, 15.2% of agree, 0.4% of undecided, none of
student stated disagree and strongly disagree with the statements on the questionnaire.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Writing is one of skills in English. The EFL learners should be supported by a good media in writing.
Media has a great the role in writing such as how to help the students easier in expressing their idea and
constructing their writing as well. Many EFL learners still find it difficult to write, find it difficult to grow
their ideas in writing. It was seen from the preliminary research conducted in English Education
Department of Bulukumba Muhammadiyah University, wherein some students still had some challenges
in writing, including how to construct their writing, how to grow their ideas in writing, how to organize
their writing, and how to write coherently. To overcome those problems, the researcher offers a good
learning media; it is picture series media. Picture series can be a guide for learners to what will write.

According to (Yunus, 1981) Picture is classified into three types: they are composite picture, picture
series and individual picture; while “picture series is numbers of connected pictures which form series of
sequences in order to describe a sequence of event or a story”. (Wright, 1989) stated that picture series are
pictures which contain some actions or events in a chronological order, where the use of picture series can
help the students to write types of text that require sequences like procedure, recount, and narrative.
(Wening, 2016) argued that picture series media is one of the instructional media in improving students'
writing ability. It is really recommended in teaching writing because of including interesting media and
containing chronological order as guide to write.

There are some previous researches concerning with the use of picture series in writing, where the
study's findings showed that using picture series can improve students’ writing skill (Sarifah & Apsari,
2020) (Ramadhanty et al., 2021). Picture Series improved the students’ writing in term of vocabulary,
content, language, mechanic and organization (Deviga & Ardhani, 2021). Besides that, the use of picture
series is effectively used in helping the students in improving their performance in writing recount text
(Deviga & Diliyana, 2020); specifically improvement on students’ writing process and their vocabulary
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(Cristine, 2019). While, using picture series also improved the students’ skill in writing narrative text
(Wahyuni et al., 2020) (Pasaribu et al., 2020) (Andayani & Arono, 2016) (Setiawan, 2019). Not only
improving the students’ writing in narrative and recount text, but also in writing procedural text
(Maulidiana, 2021). It can be concluded that picture series is a good media used in writing some kinds of
text.

Based on the theories and previous researches, the researcher would carry out the study entitled “The
Students’ Interest on the Use of Picture Series Media in Writing”. It was designed in the form of a
descriptive model at Bulukumba Muhammadiyah University, South Sulawesi. The purpose of the study
was to investigate and describe the students’ interest on using picture series media in writing to maintain
the previous theories and researches findings.

Il. RESEARCHMETHOD

In designing the research, the researcher used a descriptive method to identify and describe the
students' interest on the use of picture series in writing. The researcher used a single type of questionnaire:
a rating scale with closed and positive statements which is made in a degree of sensitivity and distinction
of response while still generating numbers such as strongly agree, agree, undecided, disagree, and strongly
disagree. Closed questions specify the range of responses from which the respondent may select (Cohen et
al., 2005).

In locating the research, the study was conducted in faculty of teachers training and education at
English Education Department of Bulukumba Muhammadiyah University in Regency of Bulukumba,
South Sulawesi. The sample consisted of 25 students which randomly selected from the second semester
students of English education department. In collecting the data, the researcher used a questionnaire after
treating the students by using picture series in writing practice for several meetings. They were asked to
complete the questionnaire to know the students’ interest on the use of picture series in writing, which
involved 10 closed and positive statements.

The researcher used a questionnaire in analyzing the students’ interest on the use of picture series in
writing activity after treating them for several meeting by using picture series. For this study, the
questionnaire was administered to the 25 students whether they: (1) strongly agree (2) Agree (3)
Undecided (4) Disagree (5) Strongly Disagree with the statements. The percentage of each answer was
used to analyze the questionnaire. To convert questionnaire data into percentages, the researcher used a
formula in which the number of frequency is multiplied by 100 percent and then divided by the total
number of respondents (25 students)

I11.  RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Findings

There are 10 tables that show the students’ interest and response to the each item of the
questionnaire, and there is 1 table that shows the percentage of students’ perception from the whole items
of the questionnaire. The result of questionnaire can be seen from the tables below:

Table 1. Picture series helps me construct my writing.

Classification Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 20 80%
Agree 5 20%
Undecided - -
Disagree - -
Strongly Disagree - -
Total 25 100%
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The students’ answer shows that there were 20 (80%) students who chose strongly agree and 5
students (20%) who chose agree. None of the student chose undecided; disagree and strongly disagree
with the questionnaire. It indicated that the students like using picture series because of helping them

construct their writing.
Table 2. Picture series helps me write coherently.

Classification Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 21 84%
Agree 4 16%
Undecided - -
Disagree - -
Strongly Disagree - -
Total 25 100%

The students’ answer shows that the students like using picture series because of helping them write
coherently. Where there were 21 students (84%) who answered strongly agree and 4 students (16%) who
answered agree with the statement. None of the student answered undecided, disagree and strongly

disagree with the questionnaire.
Table 3. Picture series helps me grow my ideas.

Classification Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 22 88%
Agree 3 12%
Undecided - -
Disagree - -
Strongly Disagree - -
Total 25 100%

The students’ answer shows that they like picture series because of helping them grow their ideas in
writing. It can be seen from there were 22 students (88%) who stated strongly agree and 3 (12%) students
who stated agree, and none of the student stated undecided, disagree and strongly disagree with the

questionnaire.

Table 4. Picture series helps me focus on writing.

Classification Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 23 92%
Agree 2 8%
Undecided - -
Disagree - -
Strongly Disagree - -
Total 25 100%

The students’ answer shows that they like using picture series because of helping them focus on
writing. It can be proven from the students’ response, where there were 23 students (92%) who responded
strongly agree, 2 students (8%) who responded agree, and none of the student responded undecided,

disagree and strongly disagree with the questionnaire.
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Table 5. Picture series helps me arrange the chronological order in writing.

Classification Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 21 84%
Agree 4 16%
Undecided - -
Disagree - -
Strongly Disagree - -
Total 25 100%

The students’ answer shows that they like using picture series because containing chronological
order. It can be seen from there were 21 (84%) students who answered strongly agree and 4 (16%)
students who answered agree. None of them answered undecided, disagree and strongly disagree with the
statement.

Table 6. Picture series helps me imagine the event or story to write.

Classification Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 19 76%
Agree 6 24%
Undecided - -
Disagree - -
Strongly Disagree - -
Total 25 100%

The students’ answer shows that students like picture series because of helping them imagine the
event or story to write. Based on their answer, there were 19 (76%) students who stated strongly agree and
6 (24%) students who stated agree, and none of student stated undecided, disagree and strongly disagree
with the statement.

Table 7. Picture series makes me enjoyable to write.

Classification Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 18 72%
Agree 6 24%
Undecided 1 4%
Disagree - -
Strongly Disagree - -
Total 25 100%

The students’ answer shows that students like using picture series because of making them enjoyable
to write. There are 18 (72%) students who responded strongly agree, 6 (24%) students who responded
agree and 1 (4%) student responded undecided. None of them responded disagree and strongly disagree
with the questionnaire.
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Table 8. | think picture series is an appropriate media used in writing activity.

Classification Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 24 96%
Agree 1 4%
Undecided - -
Disagree - -
Strongly Disagree - -
Total 25 100%

The students’ answer shows that picture series is an appropriate media used in writing. Based on the
fact, there were 24 (96%) students who answered strongly agree and 1 (4%) student who answered agree.
None of student answered undecided, disagree and strongly disagree with the statement.

Table 9. I think picture series is an interesting media in writing.

Classification Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 25 100%
Agree - -
Undecided - -
Disagree - -
Strongly Disagree - -
Total 25 100%

The students’ answer shows that picture series is an interesting media in writing. It is seen from all
students (100%) answered strongly agree with the statement.

Table 10. I think picture series gives me freedom to write.

Classification Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 18 2%
Agree 7 28%
Undecided - -
Disagree - -
Strongly Disagree - -
Total 25 100%

The students’ answer shows that picture series can give them a freedom to write. It can be seen from
18 (72%) who responded strongly agree and (28%) students who responded agree. None of them chose
undecided, disagree and strongly disagree with the statement.
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Table 11. The total percentage of students’ perceptions.

No Strongly Agree  Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly
(%) (%) (%) (%) Disagree (%0)
1 80% 20% - - -
2 84% 16% - - -
3 88% 12% - - -
4 92% 8% - - -
5 84% 16% - - -
6 76% 24% - - -
7 72% 24% 4% - -
8 96% 4% - - -
9 100% - - - -
10 72% 28% - - -
Mean 84.4% 15.2% 0.4%
100
80
60
40
20
0

Strongly Agree

Agree Undecided .
Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

The Diagram of Students’ Perceptions Mean Score Percentage

Discussion

From the questionnaire result, it can be stated that picture series is one of good media in writing. It
was seen from the classified questionnaire mean percentage score, where the students responded positively
on the use of picture series in writing (84.4% of strongly agree and 15.2% of agree with the statements).
While undecided, disagree, and strongly disagree did not occur significantly (0.4% of undecided, none of
disagree and strongly disagree to the statements on the questionnaire).

The findings of this study maintain the previously mentioned theories that the use of picture series
can help the students to write types of text that require sequences like procedure, recount, and narrative
(Wright, 1989). As well as picture series media is one of the instructional media in improving students'
writing ability because of including interesting media and containing chronological order as guide to write
(Wening, 2016). And also, picture series can improve the students’ writing in term of vocabulary, content,
language, mechanic and organization (Deviga & Ardhani, 2021). Besides that, the use of picture series is
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effectively used in helping the students improve their performance in writing; specifically improvement on
students’ writing process and their vocabulary (Apsari, 2017).

This study is expected to be able completing and maintaining the previous researchers findings
related to the students’ interest on the use of picture series in writing. The current research concludes that
picture series is one of interesting learning media because of helping the students construct their writing,
grow their ideas, arrange the chronological order, focus on their writing, and feel free and enjoyable in
writing.

IV. CONCLUSION

Picture series is one of interesting media used in writing activity, seen from the second semester
students’ positive response of English Education Department in Bulukumba Muhammadiyah University.
Where the students' answers of agree and strongly agree dominated the questionnaire, while the students'
answers of disagree and strongly disagree did not significantly occur. The students’ perceptions described
that the use of picture series media in writing activity is interesting, and it is relevant with many kinds of
text to write. The teachers or lecturers should consider this media as one of good media in writing activity,
and farther researchers are expected to be able to look for the weaknesses of this media.
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